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If the Christian revelation be not true, I
lose nothing by accepting it. If it be true,
I gain everything by accepting it. As against
this, I for my part will at once advance a certain
sentence of St. Paul's, to the effect that if we
are wrong in our choice of the Christian revela-
tion, then we are " of all men the most miser-
able."
The other and more valuable and what will,
I think, prove the most permanent literary
" find" of Pascal's was his famous paradox
on the coincident greatness and littleness of man.
He did not invent that idea of course; it is
as old as human thought upon these things:
Man is miserably weak, even physically; he
is mortal, limited in all his powers, even those
of the reason; subject to all manner of suffering
and apparently unable to help himself, even
where the path to a tolerable existence lies clear.
But at the same time man is gifted with a mind
which can conceive the universe, he is the child
of God and in the image of God, all beauty is
at his command, he can even in a sense create,
he is vastly greater than anything else there is
within our immediate experience, yet he is
immeasurably less than what he knows he
might be. He is at once despicable and awful;
petty and supreme. That consideration on the